A case of accidental ingestion of a salbutamol sulfate inhalant, Venetlin®.
Pediatricians examine increasing numbers of children with bronchial asthma every year. In Japan, medical institutions can provide standardized therapies according to the Japanese Pediatric Guideline for the Treatment and Management of Asthma 2005. Inhalation therapy is highly beneficial, and a substantial proportion of patients choose to purchase inhalators and practice inhalation therapy at home. Recently, we experienced a case of accidental ingestion of a salbutamol sulfate inhalant by a non-asthmatic child, which reminded us anew of the importance of managing the medicines for asthma. We also recognized the need to educate patients and their families on the knowledge of these medicines. In this report, we analyze the case and discuss measures that pediatricians can implement to avoid accidental inhalant ingestion by children.